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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Send in your change of address promptly to: 
Mildred Walker Adams, 
Library Division 
Sturgis Printing Company, 
Sturgis, Michigan. 


Give your old address and then your new address. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR? 
Should you like a “Letters to the Editor” page? Certain it is that 
’ many librarians have ideas and comment that will be stimulating to others. 
Articles of news value that do not duplicate others already in print are also 
solicited. Only by being articulate can we make progress. The Division 
wants more librarian participation in the publication. Send to the editor 
' your contributions and criticisms. 
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P OF THE NEWS 
ROOS REPORTS PROGRESS 


The A.L.A. meeting at San Francisco was a memorable one in many re- 
spects; the beauty of the city, the hospitality of the California librarians, the 
perfection of the weather, and the spirit of cooperation which prevailed in the 
meetings of the Division of Libraries for Children and Young People and the 
Sections. 

The Board felt that definite progress had been made in many fields, as ex- 
emplified in the elimination of the Public Libraries Section and the establish- 
ing of three autonomous Sections all working together harmoniously toward 
common goals; in furthering joint committee work; in the high standard of 
ommittee accomplishment; in strengthening the policy for TOP OF THE 
NEWS, which interprets Divisional and Sectional news; in recognizing the 
position of our representative at A.L.A. headquarters as the Division Exec- 
utive Secretary; in working out tentative goals for the Division for the 75th 
Anniversary of the A.L.A, 

The Division committee personnel is still incomplete but projects are al- 
ready in action. One committee is looking ahead toward next year’s con- 
ference, formulating plans for a preconference institute dealing with work 
with adolescents to be followed by a “clinic” on reading guidance. 

There is much work to be done and the president will welcome volunteers 
for committee work from any of the Sections. 


EWlO 


Jean C. Roos 


GOALS APPROVED AT THE GENERAL SESSION 
SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE, JULY 4 


In response to the request of the Executive Secretary of A.L.A., there was 
formulated the following brief statement of suggested goals to be met by 1951, 
in observance of the 75th anniversary of the establishment of the American 

@Library Association. The statement was approved by the division and referred 
to the A.L.A. executive board. 
GOALS 
Association membership. 100 per cent increase. 

2. Expansion of A.L.A. services. Provision for field work by association 
taff. 

3. Interpretation of the A.L.A. and of librarianship. Publications such 
as a well-illustrated book on libraries and library services; a book on library 
service to young people; a publication in the Planning Series—The Public 
Library Discovers the Teen Age. 

4. Recruitment to librarianship. A vigorous program of recruitment 
at the secondary school and college levels, designed to result in a 100 per cent 
increase in membership in the profession. 

5. Development in library services. A school library supervisor in each 
state; in at least twelve states advisory and consultant services for public 
library work with children and young people. 

In addition to the above goals, the A.A.S.L. later added: Improvement in 
the program of preparation for librarianship offered in library schools; inclu- 
sion of courses in books for children and young people in the preparation of 
secondary and elementary teachers. (From Minutes of the Division.) 








4 TOP OF THE NEWS 
THREE CHALLENGES TO A.A.S.L. 


Dear School Librarians: 

By the time this letter reaches you another school year will have begun, 
and many of us believe that it will be one of the most challenging years in 
the history of school libraries. We not only have to continue the good work 
already started, but to be alert to the need for adapting our program to trends 
within the school. While changes in cducation are seldom made with rapid- 
ity, there is evidence that important ones are taking place today, and it is 
heartening that many school librarians are aware of these changes and are 
enthusiastic about new patterns of service to meet them. 

This year’s challenges are not all for the individual librarian. A.A.S.L 
also has many. When the new Board met at San Francisco, several possibili- 
ties were offered for concerted effort. An increase in membership was one. 
It is trite to say that our strength increases as our number grows, but if we 
really believe this, let’s get behind our strong membership committee and bring 
in 5,000 more school librarians. If those of us who belong now are familiar 
only with the contributions being made by three of our committees—Maga- 
zine, Planning of School Library Quarters, and Audio-Visual Materials, we 
should have enough ammunition to convince even the most skeptical. 

Another plan discussed and approved by the Board offers almost limitless 
possibilities for strengthening A. A. S$. L. An Advisory Council to the Board, 
to consist of one member from each;state, will be appointed this fall. The 
function of these council members will be to help the Board keep informed 
about school library matters in each state and in turn to report back to the 
states information about the policies and activities of A. A. S. L. We are 
seeking a two-way communication system which should be of immeasurable 
help to the organization in determining and meeting the needs of all of our 
members. In a sense this council will be comparable to a House of Represen- 
tatives. Final details have not been developed but someone has suggested 
that the members might be the presidents of the state school library groups 
Certainly it will be important for all states to assume responsibility for getting 
their council members to the national meetings. At present it is not possible 
to offer these people a vote on official matters (though that step might be 
brought about later by a change in the constitution), but all council members 
will be invited to attend and to participate in the Board meetings, and the 
Board would seriously consider their opinions in making decisions. 

The third area of concentration has to do with the need for an accurate 
and complete picture of school library services in the United States today. 
We need this information before we can plan wisely for school library service 
to all children and young people, and our Statistics Committee has been asked 
to work on a uniform report blank, 

Do you like these ideas? Do you have suggestions for additions or 
improvements? Have we omitted something of more importance? Recruiting 


has not been forgotten, but the projects already mentioned are essential] 


foundations for recruitment. Needless to say the good work being done by 
our standing committees will be strengthened by the above program. 
A good year to you all. 
Ruth Ersted 


October 
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TOP OF THE NEWS 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 


Chairman: Ruth Ersted, Supervisor of School Libraries, State Depart- 
ment of Education, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Vice-chairman: Frances Henne, Graduate Library School, University 
of Chicago. : 

Treasurer: Edna Ballard, Supervisor, School Libraries, Board of Edu- 
cation, Lansing, Michigan. 

Secretary: Louise Anthony, Librarian, Community High School, Dupo, 


Wn 


F Illinois. 


STANDING COMMITTEES 

Audio Visual Materials: Margaret Rufsvold, Library Science Depart- 
ment, University of Indiana, Bloomington. 

Budget: Edna Gustaison, Denver Public Schools, Denver, Colorado. 

Constitution: Elizabeth Neal, Compton Junior College, Compton, 
California. 

Magazine Evaluation: Laura Martin, University of Kentucky, Lexing- 
ton. 

Membership: Frances Henne. 

Reading for Background: Agnes Shields, State Library, Salem, Oregon. 

Statistics: Louise Rees, School Libraries Consultant, State Library, 
Lansing, Michigan. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

International School Library News: Marion Horton, Board of Educa- 
tion, Los Angeles. 

Quill and Scroll: Louise Anthony. 

School Library Budgets: Marion Horton, Supervising Librarian, City 
Schools, Los Angeles. 


NEWBERY AND CALDECOTT AWARDS FOR 1946 
On Wednesday evening, July 2, in the Civic Auditorium in San Fran- 
cisco the Newbery Medal was presented to Caroline Sherwin Bailey for her 
distinguished contribution to children’s literature, M/iss Hickory. At the same 


meeting Leonard Weisgard received the Caldecott Medal for his outstanding 
§ illustrations in The Little Island by Golden MacDonald. Decisions on both 


+ Awards were reached on the first official ballot and the same choices were 


-r 





approximated by the voting of the Membership-at-large when those votes were 
tabulated. 

The five runners-up for the Newbery Medal, in order of choice were: 
The Wonderful Year by Nancy Barnes; Big Tree by Mary and Conrad 
Buff; The Heavenly Tenants by William Maxwell; The Avion my Uncle 
Flew by Cyrus Fisher; and The Hidden Treasure of Glaston by Eleanore H. 
Jewett For the Caldecott Medal, the five runners-up, in order of choice 


' were: Rain Drop Splash by Alvin Tresselt and illustrated by Leonard Weis- 


gard; The Boats on the River by Marjorie Flack, illustrated by Jay Hyde 
Barnum; Timothy Turtle by Al Graham, illustrated by Tony Palazzo: 
Pedro, the Angel of Olvera Street written and illustrated by Leo Politi, and 
Sing in Praise by Opal Wheeler, illustrated by Marjorie Torrey. 


1947 


TOP OF THE NEws 
DEPARTURE FROM THE CONVENTIONAL 


(The first of a series of four sketches of school library quarters. ) 


The school library pictured here is unusual, yet practical in its main 
physical features. The open fireplace has great appeal; however, it is only 
fair to report that apparently in actual practice the fireplace in the school 
library is rarely used functionally. Benches have been built in below shelving, 
and storage compartments have been provided above. ‘The benches are an 
effective invitation to read; they are one of the four types of seating provided, 
Four comfortably built chairs placed as a unit before the fireplace represent a 
second type; seats at slanting-top tables a third, and the seating at conven- 
tional library tables a fourth. In the wall area to the reader’s left, shelving 
is combined with maximum window space. Again, it is only fair to report 
that the reader approaching such shelving may, under certain lighting con- 
ditions, experience glare. Draperies are used for the window area, but there 
is no undue sacrifice of light. The library sketched is that in the Crow 
Island School, Winnetka, Illinois; the photograph from which the sketch was 
made appeared in Architectural Forum, August, 1941. 


Committee on Planning School Library Quarters, 1946-47. 


Sue Hefley, Chairman. (American Association of School Librarians.) 
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TOP OF THE NEWS 7 
CENTER ACTIVITIES ON BOOKS AND CHILDREN 


In this troubled post-war era, when we are trying to attain a measure of 
peace and brotherhood, books and print still make an important contribution. 
Let us center our attention and activities this year on books and children, on 
the impact which is made by print on the thinking of children. Reread Paul 
Hazard’s BOOKS, CHILDREN AND MEN. Children and young people 
are alert to the social problems about them; it is our responsibility to see that 
they are given the opportunity to read, study, absorb, and discuss the world 
of which they are a part. 

Why not establish more discussion groups in Children’s Rooms, patterned 
after those in which adults are participating? It is significant that when the 
first regional meeting of UNESCO was held in Denver, May 15-17, children’s 
books received specific attention. Paul Scott wrote in the Pacific Northwest 
Library Association Quarterly, July, 1947: “Surprisingly many expressed 
little hope in changing the indifference found in the adult population and 
consequently emphasis was placed at the meeting upon the prime necessity of 
competent selection of children’s reading toward acceptance of a_ social 
responsibility and international understanding.” 

At a recent regional meeting a symposium was held on “Possible Library 
Influence in World Affairs” and again children’s books, with their unemo- 
tional and unprejudiced presentation of social problems were cited and public 
acknowledgement of the influence and significance of such writing was made. 
Let us see that such books are made available to children and are discussed and 
shared with parents. Let us all become vocal in uniting print, reading, and 
children; let us concentrate on and stress the enjoyment to be gained from 
a thoughtful reading of books. 


Elizabeth A. Groves, Chairman, C. L. A. 
CHILDREN’S LIBRARY ASSOCIATION---Officers, 1947-1948 


Chairman: Elizabeth A. Groves, Asst Professor, School of Librarian- 
ship, University of Washington, Seattle 5, Wash. 

Vice-Chairman: Virginia Chase, Head, Boys and Girls Department, 
Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

Secretary: Natalie Mayo, Head, Children’s Department, Public Library, 
San Francisco, California. 

Treasurer: Josephine Lynch, Supervising Librarian, Children’s Depart- 
ment, Public Library, San Diego, California. 

Past Chairman: Helen Fuller, Supervisor, Work with Boys and Girls, 
Public Library, Long Beach, California. 

Chairman of Committees: 

Membership: Helen C. Bough, Henry E. Legler Regional Branch 
Library, Public Library, Chicago, Illinois. 

Book Evaluation: Margaret M. Clark, Head Lewis Carroll Room, 
Public Library, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Book Production: Margaret K. MacElderry, Editor of Children’s 
Books, Harcourt Brace and Co., New York, N. Y. 

International: Elizabeth H. Gross, Supervisor Work with Children, 
Free Public Library, Worcester, Mass. 

Publicity: (To be announced later). 


1947 





8 TOP OF THE NEws 
EDITORIAL COMMENT 

Many problems are facing the Division of Libraries for Children and Young 
People and the various Sections. Would not an editorial page help crystal- 
lize issues and stimulate thinking of ways to mitigate them? Such a page 
should provide a place for ideas suggested by officers and laymen of all groups, 
A.A.S.L. assumes responsibility for this initial comment. In succeeding 
numbers other Sections and the Division President will be represented. 

MIDWINTER MEETING. The changing of the dates for Midwinter 
from Christmas week to January 29-February | is causing concern and com- 
ment by interested school librarians and by some members of faculties in in- 
stitutions training for librarianship. Midwinter is important, for there it 
is that progress reports of various committees are studied, plans are made for 
the annual conference, and an esprit de corps is developed among the groups 
working for a more effective organization. How many school librarians or 
faculty members can attend Midwinter when it conflicts with school time? 
If such groups are absent in January, the next Midwinter should be reset. 
Administration by administrators for administrators is not democratic, 

MEMBERSHIP. A.A.S.L. has at present 1400 belonging, but the goal 
is 9,000. Only by concerted effort can school librarians do anything about 
overall problems. At state library and school meetings someone should be 
designated to present the advantages of membership in A.L.A., to distribute 
membership blanks, and to see that section membership is checked. 

N.E.A. Membership in the National Education Association is also indi- 
cated. Can an administrator agree that the school librarian is a teacher if 
she does not identify herself with the major professional body of education? 
Might work with N.E.A. help solve some of the school librarian’s problems? 
The dovetailing of librarianship and education can be carried to state and 
national meetings. Should not all librarians be aware of trends in education? 
To sell the library to teachers and administrators, librarians must first be 
sold on education. Perhaps we have boasted too long that the library is the 
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heart of the school - that overdone cliche - and should recognize anew the im- | 


portance of every agency that contributes to the development of boys and 
girls. School people on library programs, library people at educational met- 
ings - such intergroup work is essential. 


ALBANY ADDS COURSE FOR TEACHERS 

A course in the USE OF HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY RESOURCES 
IN TEACHING is being offered for the first time the fall of 1947 at the 
New York State College for Teachers at Albany. It is not open to any 
students taking courses in the Department of Librarianship. Included will be 
the study of various special reference books and aids, teaching the use of the 
library, and book selection tools. 

For the past two years an attempt at such instruction has been made 
through work with individuals. A test on the use of the library was given 
to all student teachers in English and social studies. Instruction was given in 
each area to those found needing such help. This work was inadequate and 
the new course is being developed in answer to students’ requests for more 
comprehensive instruction. — Mabel Jackman 
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TOP OF THE NEWS 9 
MORE BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

An awareness of young people, their interests and, their needs, has become 
increasingly evident within recent years. Educational, religious, social, and 
commercial agencies are directing their efforts toward serving this long-neg- 
lected group. There has been a general awakening to the fact that young 
people hold key positions in our society and that in the not-too-distant future 
the destiny of the world will lie in their hands. 

It is encouraging that more and more libraries are turning their attention to 
the needs of young people and are providing some form of special service. Of 
the 160 libraries that replied to a questionnaire sent out by the Survey Com- 
mittee, 133 reported some sort of special service to young people. It is 
hoped that early publication of this survey and of the pamphlet prepared by 
the Standards Committee will stimulate libraries to re-evaluate their present 
services and suggest methods for further development. 

The 75th Anniversary Goals Committee, now preparing a statement of 
goals that may be attainable by 1951, will set up practical objectives that li- 
braries can begin working towards at once. 

But in addition to acquainting librarians with the importance of service to 
youth, there is a definite need for placing the facts before the public and en- 
listing its support. A good start has already been made by the committee 
cooperating with the General Federation of Woman’s ‘Clubs. Under the 
leadership of Amelia Munson, this Committee prepared a pictorial and des- 
criptive brochure of young people’s work which appeared in abridged form in 
the May issue of the Federation magazine, The Club Woman. Further- 
more, the clubwomen were given the opportunity of seeing a youth library 
in action at the Hotel Commodore in New York during convention week in 
June. The enthusiastic response of these women indicates that youth librar- 
ies are here to stay, but - we must get busy and pass the word around. Let’s 
pull for a strong young people’s library movement. —-Beatrice W. Schein 


YOUNG READERS’ CHOICE AWARD, 1947—-ROBERT McCLOSKEY 

On September 5, in Seattle, Washington, when the Children’s and School 
Librarians held their joint meeting at the 37th annual Conference of the 
Pacific Northwest Library Association, Robert McCloskey was made the 
recipient of the Young Readers’ Choice Award for 1947. The boys and girls 
of the Pacific Northwest selected JTOMJER PRICE (Viking, 1943) as 
being their choice for the most popular book published for children in 1943 
and 1944. The parchment scroll which was sent to the author read “The 
boys and girls of the Pacific Northwest hereby express their appreciation to 
Mr Robert McCloskey for the pleasure he has given them in “Homer Price’, 
the Young Readers’ Choice for 1947.’ Other books which have received 
recognition since 1940 when the first award was made, have been: Paul 
Bunyan Swings his Axe by Dell McCormick; Ar. Popper's Penguins by 
Richard and Florence Atwater; By the Shores of Silver Lake by Laura Ingalls 
Wilder; Lassie Come Home by Eric Knight; Black Stallion by Walter Far- 
ley; Snow Treasure by Marie McSwigan and Return of Silver Chief by 
John S. O’Brien. The Committee for the current award were Ruth Hewitt, 
Florence Sweet, Margaret R. Edwards, Bertha M. Carruthers and Elizabeth 
A. Groves, Secretary, Young Readers’ Choice. 


1947 








10 TOP OF THE NEWS 
YOUTH, COMMUNICATION AND LIBRARIES 


A major event in the annals of librarianship for youth was realized August 
11-16 when the first Graduate Library School Institute planned for the 
needs and interests of librarians for children and young people was held at 
the University of Chicago. Chairmen were Frances Henne, Alice R. Brooks, 
and Ruth Ersted. 

More than 225 librarians from twenty-six states (including Hawaii) 
and Canada met to hear and discuss papers read on the theme YOUTH, 
COMMUNICATION, AND LIBRARIES. 

Concepts of library service keyed to the developmental tasks of childhood 
were explored in papers on the library’s treatment of materials and of its 
services as an agency of communication. Children’s needs demand that books 
be evaluated in terms of emotional effects more than in vocabulary or esthetic 
values; that librarians with vision and talent for dramatizing themselves and 
their profession be recruited; and that the role of the story-teller in inter- 
preting content take precedence over the performer of routines. Catalogs will 
bring out interest factors of books to facilitate their use as instruments of 
growth. Audio-visual aids will be accepted in the body of materials of com- 
munication along with print. 

Developmental tasks of children and young people were defined at the 
outset as being stages in the normal growth of children. Implications for 
librarians were summarized as follows: make sure that the librarian’s own 
developmental tasks have not been neglected; realize that a child’s world 
extends beyond the library and that while books may assist in development, 
they can be too satisfying for the child’s own growth; accept reaction to library 
service as an evaluation. The modern conception of censorship is that con- 
fronted with the good and the bad, Mary and John will choose the good. 

Contributing to the Institute were leaders in communication, school 
administration, educational research, and librarianship. An eye witness report 
on libraries for youth in other countries was made by Alice Lohrer, Associate 
Professor of Library Science, University of Illinois. The activities of librar- 
ians working with children and young people in New York were presented by 
Margaret Scoggin and Frances Clark Sayer. 


Frances Henne discussed “Future Trends in Library Service for Youth’ } 


emphasizing the need for equalization of library opportunity for youth, for 
multiple libraries in large schools, for regional centers to evaluate materials 
from a new slant, for a more critical evaluation of materials, for cataloging on 
a state level, for staffs adequate to provide essential service. 


—Olive C. DeBruler, Joliet Township High School. 
A.A.S.L. HONORS PIONEER SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


In San Francisco on July 3, 1947 eight pioneer school librarians were 


made honorary members of A.A.S.L. and were cited for distinguished 
contributions to the profession. Present were Lucile F. Fargo, Helen L. 
Price and Martha C. Pritchard. Other librarians honored were Annie 


Spencer Cutter, Mary Evelyn Hall, Mary Kingsbury, Ella Morgan, and} 


Martha Wilson. 
October 
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TOP OF THE NEWS 11 
JOURNALISTS AND LIBRARIANS COOPERATE 

School librarians and their pupil assistants will be working with the 
press club advisor and staffs of school newspapers the first semester of 1947-48 
in a nation-wide project for better use of library facilities. “The American 
Association of School Librarians has accepted the invitation of QUILL AND 
SCROLL, a national organization of high school press clubs and publications 
staffs, to plan and carry out projects to stimulate improved library service. 

An A.A.S.L. committee under the chairmanship of Louise Anthony, 
High School Library, Dupo, Illinois, and with Mildred Nickel, Lyons Town- 
ship High School, LaGrange, and Charlotte Roberts, Austin High School, 
Chicago, as members and Mildred Batchelder ex-officio worked out a long 
list of suggested library projects. The material prepared by the committee 
was sent out by QUILL AND SCROLL the first week in September to its 
3500 member clubs in public and private secondary schools throughout the 
country. It will also go to journalism teachers or school paper advisors in 
many other schools. 

The material is the result of two years of work by the A.A.S.L. com- 
mittee. It includes ideas which will be appropriate for either small or large 
projects in schools of all kinds and sizes. 

An A.A.S.L. committee will consider the reports of the projects and 
select the ten most outstanding. Chairman is Dr. Helen Butler of Marywood 
College, Scranton, Pennsylvania. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S READING ROUND TABLE 
Officers 1947-1948 ; 

Chairman: Mrs. Beatrice W. Schein, Principal Librarian, Teen Corner, 
Newark Public Library, Newark, N. J. 

Secretary: Eileen Riols, Branch Librarian, Kingsbridge Branch, New 
York Public Library, Bronx, N. Y. 

Treasurer and Chairman of the Membership Committee: Margaret 
Ward, Young People’s Librarian Public Library, Denver, Colorado. 

STANDARDS COMMITTEE: Chairman: Mabel Williams, Super- 
intendent of Work with Schools, New York Public Library. 

SURVEY COMMITTEE Chairman: Eileen Riols, Branch Librar- 
ian, Kingsbridge Branch, New York Public Library, Bronx, N. Y. 

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE Chairman: Margaret Scoggin, Librar- 
ian, Nathan Straus Branch, New York Public Library, New York City. 

75TH ANNIVERSARY GOALS COMMITTEE Chairman: Mrs. 
Margaret Alexander Edwards, Director of Work with Young People, Enoch 
Pratt Library, Baltimore. 





Not only are one-third of our communities without libraries, but, more 
surprising for this country, according to recent estimates there are 11,000,000 
children today who have never had any books except lesson books. Two 
million children come to reading age each year and are taught to read, but 
only half of these are given the happiness of joyful, lovely books. Frederic G. 
Melcher in Publishers’ Weekly, August 30, 1947. 
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TOP OF THE NEWS 


EXCERPTS FROM THE 1947 SURVEY OF PUBLIC LIBRARY 
SERVICES TO YOUTH* 


Do you know that among one hundred and sixty public libraries 
in the United States: 


Only twenty-seven libraries reported no service for young people?  Sey- 
enty libraries center their services in the Adult Department, sixteen in the 
Children’s Department and five have separate units. Only three libraries 
have a special superintendent of work with Young People, the rest are directed 
by a variety of supervisors ranging from the Head of Library Services to 
“Children’s Room Staff’. 

The majority of libraries have a permanent book collection for Young 
People made up of both reference and recreational material. Sixty-five li- 
braries have no special budget allowance for such books. In only nine librar- 
ies are books selected by a special committee although thirty-two are on record 
as having a book reviewing group. 

Forty libraries have a special room for their young people’s books, sixty- 
three have an alcove, four have a lounge, and ninety-four have special shelves, 

Furniture ranges from “blue lounge’, “built-in divans’, “tavern chairs” 
to “hit or miss” and “none to speak of”. Phonographs, radios and_pro- 
jectors are being included in library equipment. 

Only eleven libraries allow quiet games in their Y. P.’s room. But 
one southern library is in the process of equipping a basement room where 
dancing will be allowed. 

In slightly less than half the libraries, transfer to Adult Department de- 
pends on age rather than grade. 

In considering the question of hindrances to the work, one librarian 
sweepingly sums up by “no staff, no books, no budget, no room”. But lack 
of space and personnel are reasons generally listed. 

Only twenty-nine libraries require Library School Training in their 
qualifications for this work and only eight provide “in-service training”. 

A collection of photographs was reported by just twelve libraries! 

Fifty-nine libraries report an increase in the use of the library because 
of Young People’s Work. 

* Eileen Riols, Preliminary Report of the Survey Committee of Y.P.R.R.T. 
given at the Conference of the A.L.A., San Francisco, June, 1946. 


BOOKS BRING ADVENTURE 


A series of thirten programs of literature for boys and girls was pre- 
sented over WB-WBZA on succeeding Monday mornings from 9:15 to 9:30, 
between June 30 and September 22, 1947. Sponsors were the Division of 
Public Libraries, Massachusetts Department of Education, The New England 


Committee on Radio in Education and The Round Table of Children’s Li-? 


brarians, Massachusetts Library Association, 

The purpose of the series was to stimulate boys and girls to read good 
books and to use their public libraries. Libraries were urged to relate the 
series to their summer program. A Bulletin describing the series was issued 
by the State Department. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORK GAINS SUPPORT 


The General Federation of Woman’s Clubs has demonstrated its inter- 
est in public library work with young people and its belief that the develop- 
ment of this work will buttress its whole Youth Conservation program. The 
May 1947 (Convention) number of its magazine, GENERAL FEDERA- 
TION CLUBWOMAN,, carried an article by our Round Table committee 
showing the potentialities of the public library in this field and appealing to 
the clubwomen fo rtheir support. At their national convention held in New 
York City, June 23-28, 1947, a special room at the Hotel Commodore, con- 
vention headquarters, was turned over to the Round Table committee to set 
up as a model ‘Teen Age Library Lounge. Library Bureau furnished shelv- 
ing, the hotel provided special furniture, and The New York Public Library 
contributed books and magazines, a radio-victrola, bulletin boards, and a game 
table. “The room was open daily from 9 to 9 and was staffed by interested 
young people’s librarians from Brooklyn, Mt. Vernon, New Rochelle, New 


| York, Newark, and Yonkers. Young people too were in evidence to add 


that final touch of verisimilitude. Recordings of certain broadcasts made by 
the Young Book Reviewers were played, and the “scrapbook”, with pictorial 
representation of young people’s work throughout the country, was an in- 
valuable exhibit. 

Due to a little spade work done by the committee and excellent coopera- 
tion on the part of state library agencies, a personal letter reached every State 
President of Federated Clubs during her stay at the convention, conveying 
the thanks of her own State Library Bureau for her interest and support, 
calling attention to the Teen Age Library Lounge, and suggesting that on 
her return home, she get in touch with her State Library Bureau for the 
purpose of working out some joint program. As a result, probably no State 
President left the convention without having visited the special room and 
collected information. Our committee accumulated a long list of signatures 
from interested clubwomen all over the country. 

Now is the time for libraries desiring to start or to expand work with 
young people to draw upon this source for community support. Get in touch 
with your own State Library Bureau or with your local clubwomen or with 
your own Round Table committee 

—Amelia H. Munson, Chairman 


NEW FACULTY READING ROOM AT ARSENAL TECH 

A major project last year at Arsenal Technical High School, Indian- 
apolis was the opening of a new faculty reading room in the library to provide 
a comfortable and attractive place where teachers may read, study, or relax. 
It contains a collection of professional books and magazines, and a rental 
collection of recent popular adult books. About once a month informal 
teas are held with discussion groups led by faculty members. ‘ 

To arouse faculty interest in the library, a bulletin board is maintained 
in the main offices with the caption, ““Tech Library Tips for Teachers!” 
Here are displayed book jackets, posters, suggested teaching aids, and news 
of materials which faculty members will find useful. Indiana News Noser, 


March, 1947, p. 7. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE OF Y.P.R.R.T. 


At the suggestion of Mrs. Brand, Chairman of the Y.P.R.R.T., 1946-47, I] 
the following recommendation was made at the business meeting in San Fran- } grurgi: 
cisco: that the incoming Chairman act as Chairman of the Standing Com- | attract 
mittee, and the Standing Committee act as the Board. As the Constitution [ 390 js 
could not be changed at this meeting and in order to test out the plan, Mrs. } 9 mo 
Brand resigned as Chairman and Mrs. Schein, the new Chairman was appoint- caption 
ed in her place. A Constitution Committee will be appointed to set up the | fQ0’ 
change for vote in Atlantic City. 










are ty] 

The Standing Committee is a policy-making body and is composed of A 
five members: 1. The ex-chairman of Y.P.R.R.T. who automatically be- | FILI] 
comes Chairman of the Standing Committee and serves in this capacity for} For $ 
one year only. For 1947-48 the current chairman serves. 2. Three mem- source 
bers who have at some time before appointment served as officers of the | 600 n 
Section. These people are appointed for five years. 3. One new member J on th 
who is appointed each year from the membership at large for a one year term. I 


The functions of the Standing Committee are to carry out the suggestions | cock | 
made by the previous Committee and to propose other worthwhile projects} of Pu 
of national benefit to librarians of work with young people. ( 
atmos 
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MATERIALS CORNER 
ILLUSTRATED SHELF OR DISPLAY SIGNS. Available from 


-[Sturgis Printing Company, Sturgis, Michigan are display signs, 34%” by 12” 


attractively illustrated and printed on pastel colored index Bristol. A set of 
300 is priced at $22.50, smaller orders at ten cents each (10% discount on 12 


‘Ss for more). Use on bulletin boards, on book stacks, with exhibits, etc. Such 


captions aa DON’T FENCE ME IN, A DOG’S LIFE, HOBBIES, 
FOOTBALL, FOR YOUND ADULTS, ?M GIVING A PARTY 


are typical of the list. 


Also from Sturgis can be obtained THE MICHIGAN PLAN FOR 
FILING AND INDEXING OCCUPATIONAL INFORMATION. 
For $1 is sent a list of subject headings to use in the job file and a list of 
sources for pamphlet material on occupations. For $20, the $1.00 folder and 
600 manila folders can be bought, with headings and cross references printed 
on them. Send to Sturgis for a leaflet describing other library aids. 


BOOK DISPLAYS—JANUARY TO DECEMBER by Mary Pea- 
cock Douglas, Publication No. 261, is available from the State Department 
of Public Instruction, Raleigh, North Carolina. 25 cents. 


CHRISTMAS LIFE SAVERS, a list of “chapters with a holiday 
atmosphere culled from books apt to be found in the library’s collection of 
children’s books” has been compiled by the Publicity Committee, Section for 
Work with Boys and Girls, California Library Association. Copies may be 
ordered from Claire Nolte, Los Angeles County Public Library, 322 South 
Broadway, Los Angeles. Price 15 cents, regardless of quantity. 

HISTORIC IDEALS (Ideals Publishing Co., Milwaukee, Wisconsin) 
features “a series of twenty oil paintings especially done by Hinke, drama- 
tizing the twenty principal flags that have reflected the growth and develop- 
ment of our great country—from the time of the Norsemen to today.” $1. 


SHY GUY (Coronet film, 1% reels, $54 in black and white and $94 
in color) is a “motivational film designed to treat the problem of shyness as 
it affects the adolescent.’”’ Dr. Alice N. Sowers, Director, Family Life In- 
stitute, University of Oklahoma is collaborator. A group of high school 
boys and girls who previewed the film at Crozier High, Dallas were unani- 
mous in their praise and say the film gave them helpful ideas. 


Write FRIENDSHIP PRESS, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10 for 





| a folder describing illustrative material suitable for bulletin boards. There is 


a series of eight pictures of children and their homes around the world, 
11”x14” at $1. Available also are pictures of famous Negroes, of American 
Indians, and other peoples. 

PAMPHLETS. Since the modern problem approach to the study 
of history is a trend in teaching, libraries have need for much pamphlet ma- 
terial. The following sources are suggested. For a more extensive list 
see the pamphlet section under 330.9 in Standard Catalog for High School 
Libraries. Send for lists of titles available: 

BUILDING AMERICA. 140 South 6th St., Philadelphia. Sub- 


scription or single copies. 
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MATERIALS CORNER (Continued from Page 15) 


HEADLINE BOOKS. Foreign Policy Association, 22 East 38th 
Street, N. Y. 25 cents each. 


HUMAN EVENTS. Human Events Associates, 608 S. Dearborn 
Street. Chicago. 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS PAMPHLETS. Public Affairs Committee, 30 
Rockefeller Plaza, New York. 10 cents. 

TOWN MEETING: BULLETINS OF AMERICA’S TOWN 
MEETING OF THE AIR. American Education Press, 400 South Front 


Street, Chicago 1. 10 cents. 


CURRENT EVENTS POSTERS 

HERE AND THERE POSTERS are “significant thoughts from 
everywhere on matters before us all.” Each of the posters, measuring 17 by 22 
inches, print last minute quotes on both sides of public issues, to challenge the 
reader’s thinking and to bring him alive to the country’s ideological contests. 
With each poster there is a single-sheet “Outline of the questions raised in 
the nationwide discussion of this issue-of-the-hour.’—Here and There Posters, 
Box 101, Jackson Heights, New York. Michigan Library News, January, 
1947. 


CONSTITUTION CHANGES FOR CHILDREN’S 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
At the business meeting of the Children’s Library Association, held 


Wednesday, July 2, 1947 the following changes in the Constitution and By- 
Laws of the Children’s Library Association were approved. 


MEMBERS 


All members of the American Library Association who are interested in 
the object of this association may become members with voting power by 
designating this association when paying American Library Association dues 
A member of other groups within the Division may also become a member of 
this Association as provided in the By-Laws. 


BY-LAWS. ARTICLE VI. DUES 


The funds allotted to the Association in accordance with the policy§ 


adopted by the Division shall serve as dues for Children’s Librarians and 
others designating this Association their preference. Members of other groups 
within the Division may become members of this Association also upon written 








request to the secretary of this association. 
(The underlines represents the change. ) 


It is difficult to realize that in this huge, rich country there are thous- 


ands—even millions—of boys and girls who have never owned a book, whof 


haye never seen a bookshop or a public library—Mary Gould Davis in Satur 
day Review of Literature, August 9, 1947. 
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